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TO  THE  READER. 

At  the  time  the  following  discourse  was  deliver- 
ed  there  was  not  the  remotest  expectation  of  its  ever 
appearing  in  print  ;  but  the  evening  after  the  fune- 
ral, v/hile  I  sat  musing  upon  the  order  and  solemn- 
ity of  the  day,  the  father  of  the  deceased  and  Mr, 
Camp,  his  son-in-law,  began  a  conversation,  by  say- 
ing, '  that  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  them,  to 
'  have  the  Discourse  pr'mted,  and  presumed  that  it 
'  would  be  the  wish  of  many  others  who  were  hear- 
*"  ers.'  I  informed  them  that  it  would  be  difficult, 
as  I  had  made  no  minute  or  notes  upon  the  subject. 
This,  however,  did  not  satisfy  them.  At  leiigth  I 
told  them  I  would  undertake  to  commit  it  to  paper  ; 
then,  if  it  was  thought  proper,  I  would  consent  to 
have  it  printed.  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  original.  I  may  venture  to 
say,  the  substance  is  retained — I  have  not  in  all  cases 
cited  chapter  and  verse,  but  the  sacred  text  is  gene- 
rally marked  with  inverted  commas.  As  this  Dis- 
course is  not  published  originally  from  my  own  wish 
and  desire,  but  to  gratify  an  afflicted  family,  I  hope 
my  friends  will  not  think  me  forward  in  making  it 
public  ;  and  that  all  my  readers  will  be  so  obliging 
as  to  read  with  candor.  If  you  find  defects,  cast  a 
veil  over  them  rather  than  censure,  and  suiTer  me 
to  have  an  interest  in  your  prayers.  It  is  my  earnest 
prayer  that  this  Discourse  may  be  impressed  on  the 
reader's  mind,  with  lasting  benefit  for  time  and  eter- 
nitv. 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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1  Corinthians,  xv.  35^  56,  5T» 

O  DEATH  !  AVhIlRE  IS  THY  STING  ?  O  GRAVE  I 
WHERE  IS  THY  VICTORY  ?  THE  STING  OF  DEATH 
IS  SIN  ;  AND  THE  STRENGTH  OF  SIN  IS  THE  LAW  : 
BUT  THANKS  BE  TO  GOD,  WHICH  GIVETH  US  THE 
VICTORY,    THROUGH    OUR     LORD    JESUS    CHRIST. 

THE  cause  of  our  assembling,  at  this  time,  is 
truly  solemn,  and  alarming.  We  have  met 
together,  to  pay  the  last  token  of  respect,  to  the  life- 
less remains  of  @ne,  who  was  once  dehghted  with 
the  opportunity  of  taking  a  seat  with  you,  on  all 
devotional  occasions. 

Her  voice  often  made  this  place  to  echo  the  songs 
of  Zion,  whilst  the  hearts  of  the  truly  pious  and  up- 
right, were  made  to  exult  with  joy  and  gladness. 
But  she  is  no  more  !  And  we  mourn  her  absence  ; 
however,  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  For  the 
inspired  apostle  tells  us,  in  the  Chapter  of  which 
our  text  is  a  part,  that  '  since  bv  man  came  deathv^ 
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^  by  man  came  also,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
*  and  that  as  in  Adam  all  die,'  (i.  e.  a  temporal 
death)  ''  so  in  Christ,  shall  all  be  made  alive,'  (i.  e 
in  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.)  The  phrophet 
Malachi  informs  us  that  "  then  shall  ye  return,  and 
'  discern  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  be- 
'  tvveen  him  that  serveth  God,  and  him  that  serveth 
'  him  not.'  AVe  shaF-  then  have  cur  eyes  open,  to 
see  who  have  been  wise,  and  who  have  been  fool- 
ish virgins. 

We  hope  then,  to  join  our  depaited  Sister,  in 
strains  of  praise,  more  noble  than  heretofore. 

As  our  bodies  are  mortal,  and  af  the  earth,  they 
must  receive  the  original  sentence  of  God,  in  its 
full  extent,  '  Dust  thou  art,  and  to  dust  shalt  thou 
'  return.' 

In  our  text  however,  we  have  an  antidote  pre* 
scribed  ;  a  glorious  Redeemer,  who  is  represented 
as  giving  us  the  victory  over  the  most  destructive, 
and  powerful  of  all  our  enemies.  A  victory  over 
sin,  death,  and  the  grave.  These  heavenly  tidings, 
cheer  our  sinking,  drooping  souls,  in  ifflictions 
like  the  present  :  If  we  die  in  the  Lord,  we  shall 
meet  to  part  no  more  forever. 

And  that  we  may  understand  this  more  clearly, 
let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  following  parti- 
culars : — 

I.  Sin,  that  brought  Death  into  the  world,  and 
is  in  our  text  declared  to  be  the  sting'  of  Death  ! 

II.  The  several  kinds  of  Death  produced  by  sin. 

III.  The  victorious  exclamation,  Through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

And  first,  we  are  to  enquire  after  sin,  in  its  origin, 
nature  and  tendency.  Upon  this  point,  much  has 
been  said,  and  much  of  it  to  litde  purpose,  as  to  sa- 
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tisiying  the  serious  enquirer  after  truth  ;  which  is  a 
matter  much  to  be  lamented. 

Extremes  have  been  chosen  ;  so  that  upon  the  one 
hand  it  would  seem,  as  though  virtually,  they  make 
God  the  author.  On  the  other,  they  often  give  it 
up,  as  a  matter  that  is  so  far  out  of  their  reach, 
that  it  is  scarce  worth  our  investigation.  Both  of 
these  have  m/issed  the  design  of  inspiration  ;  and 
I  hope  we  shall  find  the  truth,  by  taking  the  middle 
vray,  between  extremes. 

It  is  true  we  have  been  told,  v/ith  some  degree  of 
assurance,  that  God  the  Great  Creator  decreed  sin, 
and  that,  he  decreed  it,  to  the  intent  that  he  might 
shew  forth  his  power,  in  bringing  good  out  of  evil ; 
and  that  sin,  upon  the  whole,  has  done  more  good 
than  harm  in  the  world  ;  and  often  entertain  us  upon 
the  excellent  good  effect  it  has  produced,  as  an  ar- 
gument, to  support  the  proposition. 

I  have  not  time,  on  this  occasion,  to  refute  the 
above  errors  in  form  and  order,  as  it  would  take 
too  much  time,  and  intrude  too  much  on  your  pa- 
tience. 

That  the  abuse  of  good,  was  the  origin  of  sin,  I 
think,  is  a  truth  that  will  stand  the  test.  And  that 
a  continuation  of  that  abuse,  is  a  continuation  of  sin 
in  our  wretched  world. 

Of  course,  I  presume  to  say,  (and  in  this  I  think 
myself  safe)  that  God  never  decreed  nor  acted  sin. 
For'  St.  Paul  says,  '  God  is  not  the  author  of  con- 
'  fusion,  but  of  peace ;'  but  sin  is  confusion,  and  so 
is  '  every  evil  work.'  And  St.  James  says,  '  God 
'  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he 
*  any  man.' 

And  I  cannot  conceive,  how  any  man  can  be  so 
blind,  as  to  charge  sin  upon  God,  when  any  respect 
i$  paid  to  divins  revelation.     In  the  holy  scriptures, 


sin  is  uniformly  disapprobated,  and  holiness  that 
stands  directly  opposed  to  sin,  is  universally  spoken 
of,  in  terms  of  approbation,  and  without  which,  no 
man  can  see  the  Lord  in  peace. 

The  works  of  God  are  pronounced,  '  all  very 
good,'  and  if  sin  is  a  part  of  the  works  of  God,  it  is 
pronounced  very  good  among  the  rest;  but  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  thinking  sin  very  bad,  and  by 
consequence  is  not  the  production  of  God.  But  wa- 
ving this  argument,  1  shall  proceed  to  shew  what 
sin  is,  directly  and  properly  speaking  ;  and  in  doing 
this,  I  shall  draw  my  arguments  from  the  holy 
scriptures. 

St.  John  tells  us,  in  his  first  Epistle,  chap.  iii.  v.  4 
that  '  sin,  is  the  trangression  of  the  law.*  I  con- 
ceive by  the  law,  in  this  passage,  we  are  to  under- 
stand that  divine  rule,  which  God  gave  to  his  free 
intelligent  creatures,  as  a  director  in  their  proba- 
tionary state  :  a  conformity  to  this  divine  rule  was 
right,  and  a  deviation  from  it  was  wrong — That 
this  is  correct,  we  shall  learn  from  St#  Paul  to  the 
Romans,  chap.  iv.  verse  15,  where  it  is  said, 
*  where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no  transgression.' 
From  this  text,  we  see  it  was  impossible  for  sin  to 
have  an  existence,  under  a  scriptural  view^  of  the 
subject,  unless  we  consider  intelligent  beings  under 
such  a  law  ;  for  w^iere  there  is  no  law,  there  can  be 
no  transgression  of  a  law  ;  but  sin  is  the  transgres- 
sion of  the  law  ;  therefore  they  were  under  such  a 
law,  or  else  they  could  not  have  sinned.  Of  course, 
just  as  certain  as  sin  is  in  the  world,  just  so  certain 
it  is,  rational  intelligent  creatures  were  under  a  law 
suited  to  their  nature  and  capacity.  This  more  fully 
appears,  from  that  striking  passage  in  St.  Peter's 
second  epistle,  chap,  ii,  verse  4,  *'  God  spared  not 
'  the  angels  that  sinned  ;  but  cast  them  down  to  hell. 


'  and_delivered  them  into  chains  of  darkness,  to  be 
reserved  unto  judgment.'  So  sacred  does  the  great 
Creator  hold  this  holy  law,  that  the  least  departure 
is  criminal  in  a  high  degree,  in  his  sight,  who  is 
of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  sin,  with  the  least  al- 
lowance in  angels  or  men. 

And  as  it  is  acknowledged,  (by  all  who  pay  any 
regard  to  scripture,)  that  angels  were  the  nrst  sinners, 
a  question  will  naturally  arise-— How  came  holy  an- 
gels to  depart  from  that  holy  law,  under  which  their 
Creator  had  placed  them  ^  With  all  deference,  I  will 
attempt  to  offer  a  few  thoughts  upon  this  important 
subject.  I  think,  that  we  may  be  safe  in  concluding, 
that  they  were  self-tempted.  Feeling  the  excellen- 
cy of  their  nature,  and  extent  of  their  power,  it  was 
easy  for  them  to  conclude  that  they  were  self-ex- 
istent ;  and  if  so,  why  beholden  to  another  ?  yea,  why 
beholden  to  God  ?  And  the  more  we  reason  upon 
this  point,  the  more  consistent  will  it  appear  ;  for 
none  of  us  can  remember  when  we  began  to  exist, 
and  this  no  doubt  is  the  case  with  all  rational  intelli- 
gences, that  the  Lord  hath  made,  as  well  as  with  be- 
ings unintelligible. 

And  as  God  had  a  just  right  to  claim  all  their  ser- 
vices the  least  deviation  from  that  rectitude,  of  which 
their  nature  was  capable,  was  a  transgression  of  the 
law  they  were  undtv,  and  of  course  an  error — and 
this  error  persisted  in,  became  unpardonable,  which 
is  another  argument  to  confirm  the  idea  of  their  be- 
ing seif-tempted  ;  for  had  they  been  drawn  into 
this  apostasy  by  the  arts  and  insinuations  of  ano- 
ther, they  would  have  been  more  the  objects  of 
compassion  ;  but  as  they  were  self-tempted,  they 
had  the  less  claim  on  the  compassion  of  Jehovah  ; 
but  the  curious  enquirer  will  ask  why  angels  had 
not  an  offer  of  salvation  as  well  as  human  beings. 
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This  question  I  acknowledge,  is  more  curious 
than  usefuh  However,  1  will  venture  to  say,  that 
the  Great  Supreme  knew  what  was  right  and  mete 
in  this  case.  If  angels  had  had  salvation  of- 
fered them,  their  pride  and  contempt,  would  no 
doubt,  have  been  such,  that  they  would  not  have 
accepted  of  it,  upon  such  terms  as  God  would  have 
ottered  as  being  consistent  with  his  nature. 

Again,  man  was  made  for  himself  and  his  posteri- 
ty, and  consequently  for  procreation,  and  when  he 
fell,  the  whole  human  race  were  involved  in  a  di- 
lemma ;  '  for  by  the  disobedience  of  one  man,  judg- 
*  ment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation.'  Bat 
it  was  not  so  with  tlie  angels  that  sinned;  they  stood 
for  themselves,  who  stood,  and  fell  for  themselves, 
fell. 

This  departure  from  the  divine  rule,  which  the 
Lord  had  placed  them  under,  became  a  grievous 
sin,  and  by  consequence,  their  shame  and  hell. 

Driven  out  from  the  presence  and  favor  of  their 
Great  Creator,  they  roamed  at  large'  in  the  wide 
domain,  possessing  all  the  rancor  and  hatred  against 
the  Almighty,  that  their  fallen  powers  were  capa- 
ble of,  and  unhappy  themselves,  they  envied  all  who 
were  happy. 

And  as  they  could  not  have  access  to  the  remain- 
ing celestial  hosts,  to  employ  th.  ir  deceitful  policy, 
they  had  an  evil  eye  upon  man,  that  was  made  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  and  crowned  with  glory  and 
honor,  and  set  over  the  works  of  his  hands,  Heb» 
chap,  ii-,  verse  7.  Here  the  Old  Serpent  employ- 
ed his  skill,  in  order  to  cast  down  this  noble  part  of 
creation.  This  could  not  be  accomplished,  unless 
he  conld  prevail  by  the  influence  of  temptation,  and 
draw  them  into  a  snare  ;  in  this  he  was  but  too  suc- 
cessful, and  Adam  did  not  acquit  himself  as  he 
ought  to  haye  done,  but  listening  to  the  devices  of 
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an  enemy,  he  provoked  the  displeasure  of  his  Crea- 
tor. Upon  this,  God  charged  his  crime  home  up- 
on him,  which  he  endeavoured  to  shift  off  upon 
another  ;  the  woman  with  as  much  readiness  charged 
it  upon  the  Serpent.  However,  God  is  not  to  be 
deceived. 

For  he  drove  the  man  out  of  the  garden  of  Eden, 
and  placed  a  flaming  sword  to  prevent  his  return, 
Genesis  iii,  24.  Perhaps  in  this,  there  was  v-en- 
geance  manifested  agamst  unrighteousness,  whilst 
compassion  yet  reigned  in  the  bosom  of  Deitv. — 
Had  he  partaken  of  the  tree  of  life,  in  that  state  of  re- 
bellion, it  might  have  immortalized  him,  and  so 
put  him  beyond  the  reach  of  redemption.  And 
now,  lest  he  put  forth  his  hand  and  partake  of  the 
tree  of  life  and  eat  and  live  forever :  Therefore  the 
Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden^ 
Gen.  iii.   22,  23. 

Und^r  all  these  accumulated  difficulties,  when 
left  to  the  loathing  of  his  own  person,  with  no  eye 
to  pity  nor  arm  to  save  ;  then  it  was  a  time  of  love 
with  God  ;  life  and  salvation  were  offered  upon 
Gospel  terms — Ezt^k.  xvi.  5,  compared  with  Gen. 
iii,  15. — In  this  fallen  state'  every  imagination  of 
the  heart  was  evil  only  and  that  continually. 

Thus,  I  have  giv^en  you  some  faint  idea,  of  the 
origin  of  sin  in  our  wretched  guilty  world. 

Sin,  in  its  nature,  is  extremely  offensive  to  the 
Great  Supreme.  We  shall  be  the  more  sensible  of 
this  if  we  advert  to  the  various  intimations  of  the 
displeasure  of  God  against  us,  which  could  never 
be  reconciled  with  divine  justice,  if  we  were  not  poor 
guilty  rebels — as  also,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  bit- 
ter pangs  of  death  the  glorious  Redeemer  suffered  to 
expiate  our  crimes,  and  open  the  way  of  life  for  us, 
and  make  eternal  life  possible  to  dying  men. 
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Its  destructive  tendency  is  manifest  to  every  iin- 
partial  observer,  in  the  sufferings,  and  pains,  and 
sicknesses  we  daily  endure,  in  their  ten  thousand 
shapes  and  forms  ;  and  ultimately  death,  that 
sweeps  off  its  ten  thousands  daily — -sword  and  fa- 
mine, with  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness, 
and  the  multiplied  evils  that  waste  at  noon-day.— 
Not  a  nation  ;  not  a  fapnily  ;  not  an  individual  to 
be  found  so  happy  as  to  escape  its  poisonous  influ- 
ence in  some  one  of  its  pernicious  forms,  for  any  con- 
siderable time  togeiher.  This  destroying  evil  is 
called  in  our  text,  the  sting  of  death  !  This  is  the 
king  of  terrors,  that  attacks  the  aged  with  such  uni- 
versal success,  and  spares  not  the  middle  aged  ;  the 
blooming  youth,  in  the  flower  of  life,  are  stung,  as 
the  Israelites  were  in  the  days  of  Moses,  by  the" 
fiery  flying  serpents,  and  fall  on  every  side. — A- 
mongst  others,  our  beloved  sister,  whose  departure 
we  now  mourn.  Though  it  may  be,  numbers  now 
present,  have  it  in  their  hearts  to  say,  let  me  like 
her  die  in  the  Lord — ^for  to  die  in  the  Lord  is  great 
gai7i»  No  age,  from  the  antients  of  the  people  to 
the  infant  of  days,  has  sufficjent  art  .to  form  a  shield 
against  its  deadly  influence  ;  the  grave-yard  is  a 
full  explanation  of  this  ;  there  we  shall  see  dates  to 
tally  with  every  age. 

But  what  is  our  consolation,  we  need  not  die 
eternally — for  in  our  text  we  have  a  sovereign  anti- 
dote ;  Christ  has  power  to  draw  the  sting  and  heal 
the  wound,  by  his  own  most  precious  blood — May 
God  open  the  eyes  of  my  hearers,  to  see  their  need, 
and  fly  to  Jesus  for  a  cure  in  this  glorious  gospel 
day. 

But  lest  I  weaiy  your  patience,  I  shall  proceed  to 
the  second  point  proposed — which  is 

Secondly,  To  point  out  the  several  kinds  of  death 
produced  by  Sin. 


And  first,  spiritual  death.  This  consists  in  a 
deprivation  of  the  favor  of  God.  Sin  separates  be- 
tween God  and  the  soul,  which,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence destro}''s  that  communion  with  God,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  life  of  the  soul.  The 
evangelical  prophet  was  deeply  impressed  with  this 
sentiment,  when  he  broke  out  in  the  following  lan- 
guage, 'your  iniquities  have  separated  between  you 
'  and  your  God,  and  your  sins  have  hid  his  face 
'  from  you'—Isaiah  lix,  2  ;  and  this  being  the  case, 
all  the  advantages  that  naturally  flow  from  the  favor 
of  God  are  cut  off,  while  we  remain  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God,  Hence  arises  the  necessity  of  what 
Su  Paul  says  to  the  Ephesians,  *  you  hath  he  quick- 
'  ened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  in  siub' — 
God  grant  to  apprise  every  soui  of  this,  their  av/ful 
state  by  nature. 

Sin,  in  its  very  nature  is  calculated  to  destroy  the 
soul,  and  mar  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it 
unfit  for  the  enjoyment  of  happiness  ;  and  while  in 
this  fallen,  totally  depraved  state,  it  is  miserable 
from  necessity,  until  a  change  takes  place  in  the  tem- 
pers and  dispositions  of  ihe  soul -.this  change  is  called 
anew  birth.  Our  blessed  master,  in  conversation  with 
Nicodemus,  informed  him  thac  '  except  a  man  be 
**  born  again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  heaven' 
—and  St.  Paul,  upon  this  point,  expresses  himself 
freely,  that  it  was  '  not  by  works  of  righteoiisness 
'  that  we  had  done,  but  by  his  mercy  he  saved  us  by 
'  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the 
'  Holy  Ghost.'  By  the  application  of  the  atonement, 
the  soul  IS  restored  to  the  favor  of  God,  and  by  the 
sealing  of  the  Holy  Ghost  we  are  restored  to  his  im- 
age, and  know  this  to  be  of  God  by  his  spirit  bear- 
ing witness  with  our  spirits,  that  such  a  change  has 
taken  place, — God  grant  that  you  may  all  have  this 
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blessed  experience  suddenly,  that  you  may  be  de- 
livered from  spiritual  death  !  Secondly,  Natural 
d^ath,  which  affects  our  bodies  and  agrees  with  that 
original  sentence,  dust  thou  art  and  to  dust  thou 
shalt  return :  and  however  terrible  this  may  seem  to 
careless  sinners,  thousands  can  bless  God,  through 
grace,  that  they  have  not  to  live  here  always,  tor 
natural  death«opens  the  door  to  anoiher  and  a  better 
world.  The  faithful  souls  that  die  in  the  Lord, 
rest  from  all  their  labours  and  their  works  do  follow 
them,  but  it  is  not  so  to  the  wicked  ;  to  them  it  is  an 
awful  thing  to  die.  And  die  they  must,  for  the 
seeds  of  mortality  are  sown  in  our  very  nature. 

So  that  every  thing  we  do  for  the  support  of  na- 
ture, and  for  the  promotion  of  life,  is  like  the  stream 
that  waters  the  flourishing  tree  on  its  bank,  while,  by 
degrees  it  wears  away  its  foundation  and  uliimately 
proves  its  overthrow.  But  from  all  this,  you  will 
see,  that  to  die  is  but  a  small  thing,  was  it  not  for  sin, 
which  is  the  sting  of  death,  and  that  which  renders 
death  terrible,  so  that  some  are,  all  their  life,  subject 
to  bondage  through  fear  of  death  ! 

St.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  chap.  v.  12,  13, 14,  in- 
forms us  that '  by  sin  came  death,  and  death  passed 
*■  upon  all,  for  that  all  have  sinned.'  This  is  natural 
death  and  fullows  sin  as  a  consequent  evil  and  affects 
all  the  human  race.  Almost  every  day  we  see  or 
hear  of  instances  of  mortality.  Oh  that  it  might  be 
a  warning  to  the  living  to  prepare  tor  their  solemn  ap- 
proaching hour. 

But,  thirdly,  eternal  death  as  the  reward  of  sin. 
'  The  wages  of  sin  is  death.  Wo  to  the  wicked,  it 
'  shall  be  ill  with  him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hands 
^  shall  be  given  him.'* 

'  Banishment  from  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
*-  glory  of  his  power,'  will  be  the  awful  reality   to 
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such  as  die  without  an  interest  in  Christ ;  for  the 
wrath  of  God  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  against 
all  unrighteousness  of  men,  2.  Thess.  i,  9,  compared 
with  Rom.  i,  18,  and  ii,  5,  8,  and  many  other  pas- 
sages to  the  same  effect.  The  wicked  shall  be  turn- 
ed into  hell,  with  all  the  nations  that  forget  God  ;  up- 
on the  wicked  God  shall  rain  snares,  lire  and  brim- 
stone, and  this  shall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup  in 
that  horrible  tempest  where  their  worm  dieth  not 
and  the  lire  is  not  quenched. 

But  how  is  sin  the  sting  of  death  ?  Here  suffer 
me  to  use  an  illustration  or  two.  There  are  some 
insects  that  are  rendered  terrible  only  by  reason  of 
their  poisonous  sting.  So  in  this  figure  used  by  the 
Apostle,  sin  is  rendered  terrible  by  reason  of  its 
power  to  hurt   and  destroy. 

Again,  seme  animals,  such  as  the  fiery  flying  ser- 
pents in  the  days  of  Moses  and  the  Scorpions  in  the 
Revelations,  a^^  spoken  of  as  scourges  to  mankind, 
because  of  their  poisonous  sting  ;  so  sin  is  repre- 
sented as  one  of  the  greatest  of  evils  amongst  men, 
and  is  the  cause  of  all  our  sufferings  in  this  world, 
and  exposes  us  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  tormenting 
hell  ;  its  poisonous  influence  affects  both  soul  and 
body,  but  sin  would  lose  much  of  its  hurting  power, 
if  the  holy  and  just  law  of  God  did  not  give  it 
energy.  Therefore,  to  use  a  figure,  sin  may  be  com- 
pared to  an  arrow  that  has  been  dipt  in  poison  to 
render  it  terrible  and  fatal  ;  and  the  law  of  God  to 
a  strong  bow  ;  and  the  justice  of  God  to  a  mighty 
archer,  that  never  misses  his  aim  ; — Either  of  these" 
considered  separately,  seem  not  to  communi- 
cate terror,  but  wlien  in  a  hostile  attitude,  they 
appear  terrible  to  those  who  are  exposed  to  their 
deadly  influence,  and  all  who  are  in  an  unregene-- 
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rate  state  are  exposed,  for,  'the  strength  of  sin  is  the 
law.' 

This  is  most  beautifully  illustrated  by  the  aposde 
Paul, Rom.  vii.  7,8,9,10,11,  'What  shall  we  say  then? 

•  Is  the  law  sin  ?  God  forbid.  Nay,  I  had  not  known 
'  sin  but  by  the  law' — -which  in  our  text  is  called  the 
strength  of  sin.     '  For  I  had  not  known  lust  except 

*  the  lav/  had  said,  thou  shalt  not  covet.'  A  multi- 
tude of  secret  sins  lay  concealed,  until  the  holv  and 
pure  law  reproved  and  condemned  them.  There- 
fore sin  took  advantage.  While  I  was  attending 
strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  outward  things,  to 
the  neglect  of  the  spiritual  and  inward  requirements, 
and  so  wrought  in  me  under  this  deception,  all  man- 
ner of  concupiscence  :  for  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  law,  sin  was  dead,  lay  concealed  :  for  I  was  a- 
iive  without  the  knowledge  of  the  law — Walking 
in  all  good  conscience,  paying  strict  attention  to  all 
the  outward  forms  and  ceremonies  i  .he  law. — 'But 
'  when  the  commandment  came,*  in  spirit  andpozver 
to  ?ny  heart — '  sin  revived'  and  gathered  strength 
by  the  law,  and  I  was  slain  ;  all  my  pharisaic  no- 
tions and  carnal  hopes  were  cut  off.  *  The  com- 
"  mandment  which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to 
"  be  unto  death.' — 'For  sin,'  that  until  now  had  lurk- 
ed secretly  under  covert  of  the  law,   '  taking  occa- 

•  sion  by  the  commandment,'  and  for  the  want  of  a 
clear  and  spiritual  understanding,  it  deceived  me, 
and  uy  it  '  slew  me,'  as  in  our  text,  '  the  strength 
'  of  sin  is  the  laxv,"^ 

This  holy  law  of  God  is  exceeding  broad  and  en- 
ters into  the  most  secret  thoughts  and  intentions  of 
the  heart,  and  reproves  every  sin.  Hence  the  a- 
postle  says,   verse  12   '  The   law  is  holy,  just  and 

*  good,'   and  verse  14  '  I  am  carnal  sold  under  sin.' 

This  train  of  argument,   evinces  the  absolute  ne- 
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cessity  of  being  made  free  from  the  condemning  in- 
fluence of  the  law,  which  freedom  cannot  be 
wrought  out,  but  by  the  blood  of  Jesus.  And  how- 
ever painful  it  may  be  to  the  carnal  mind  ;  as  minis- 
ters of  the  Gospel,  we  must,  like  faithful  surgeons, 
probe  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound  and  begin  the 
healiag  there,  if  we  would  perform  a  cure  of  the 
soul. 

The  law  of  God  is  somewhat  like  a  sharp  sword, 
when  applied,  it  cuts  the  sinner  off  from  all  his  car- 
nal hopes  and  self-dependence  ;  for  the  law  is  our 
school-master,  to  bring  us  to  Christ,  and  teach  us 
our  need  of  him. 

That  our  jusdfication  may  be  through  faith  in 
Christ  ;  that  God  may  be  just  and  the  justiiier  of 
the  ungodly,  that  bf^lieveth  in  Jesus,  for  without 
faith,  it  is  impossible  to  please  God  :  But  where 
there  is  no  sin  there  is  no  sting,  which  gives  rise  to 
the  third  proposition. 

Thirdly,  the  victorious  exclamation,  Through  Je- 
sus Christ  our  Lord. 

It  is  through  Jesus  Christ  that  we  have  this  victo- 
ry. He  is  a  glorious  mediator  between  God  and 
ifian.  He  possesses  qualities  exactly  suited  to  the 
necessities  of  sinners.  For  he  possessed  two  dis- 
tiact  natures,  human  and  divine  ;  and  as  man  he 
knew  experimentally  our  v/eaknesses  and  wants, 
which  made  him  a  suitable  person  to  present  our 
case  before  the  throne,  and  make  a  plea  for  us  as 
our  intercessor  and  advocate  with  the  Father  of  all 
mercies  ;  for  St.  Paul  says,  we  have  not  an  high 
priest  that  cannot  he  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
infir  nides,  but  was  ia  all  points  tempted  as  we  are, 
and  yet  without  sin  :  therefore  he  made  intercession 
for  the  transgressors.  But  his  plea  v/ould  not  be 
heard  before  the  throne,  if  it  came  only  with  human 
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authority,  therefore  Divinity  must  be  united  to  hu- 
manity which  rendered  him  an  acceptable  high  priest 
in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  bring  about  a  reconci- 
liation between  heaven  and  earth,  and  redeem  souls 
from  the  worst  of  evils. 

'  Without  the  shedding  of  blood,  there  can  be  no 
^  remission  of  sin,'  Heb.  ix,  22,  and  St.  Paul  had 
just  said,  verse  14,  that  Christ  offered  himself 
through  the  eternal  spirit  without  spot  to  God,  to 
purge  the  conecience  from  dead  works  to  serve  the 
living  God.  However,  as  man,  he  was  not  equal  to 
this  important  work.  For  sin,  had  in  it  an  infinite 
demerit,  because  it  was  committed  against  an  infinite 
God  and  by  consequence  demanded  an  infinity  of 
punishment,  which,  by  a  mere  human  being  could 
only  be  suffered  in  duration  which  is  another  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  certainty  of  endless  punishment 
to  all  such  as  ultimately  miss  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

But  our  blessed  Redeemer  was  divine  as  well  as 
human,  '  therefore  he  counted  it  not  robbery  to  be 
'  be  equal  with  God  ;  for  in  him,  dwelt  all  the  full- 

*  ness  of  the  Godhead  bodily — the  word  was  with 

*  God,   and  the  word  was  God  :  and  of  his  fullness 

*  have  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace.' 

He,  as  God,  knew  perfectly  what  God  could  do 
consistently  with  the  harmony  of  his  attributes  ;  as 
man,  he  perfectly  knew  what  we  needed  to  make  us 
happy  ;  he  could  take  of  the  things  of  the  Father  and 
communicate  them  to  us  ;  and  he  could  take  of  the 
things  and  offerings  of  mortals  and  present  them  to 
the  Father  of  lights,  from  whom  every  good  and  per- 
fect gift  comes  down.  His  divinity  was  like  a  holy 
altar,  that  saiKtifijd  the  gilt  of  the  great  sin-offering 
and  made  the  atonement  infinite  and  acceptable  to 
<^xod,  as  a  sin-offering,  and  to  ransom  sinners  by  the 
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laying  down  his  life  for  them,  Mat.  xx,  28,  '  for  he 
'  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all  to  be  testified  in  due 

*  time.' — 'This  he  did  when  he  laid  down  his  life  free- 
ly for  us  ;   John  x,   17,  18, '  No  man  taketh  my  life 

*  from  me,  I  lay  it  down  of  myself,   I  have  power 

*  to  lay  it  down  and  take  it  up  again.' 

But  how  are  we  to  be  made  partakers  of  this  in- 
estimable blessing  ?  This  is  a  serious  and  important 
question,  and  df^mands  a  careful  reply.  The  holy 
scriptures  prescribe  the  way  in  a  very  particular 
manner. 

Depravity,  like  a  rich  soil,  produces  spontaneous- 
ly, the  dreadful  train  of  evil  and  vicious  practices, 
that  distress  mankind,  and  spread  discord  and  ruin 
through  all  the  world  below,  and  prepares  our  fallen 
souls  more  completely  for  eternal  misery.  To  pre- 
vent which,  repentance  towards  God  is  strictly  en- 
joined ;  a  sorrow  for  all  sin  and  a  faithful  departure 
from  it,  followed  by  a  strong  faith  in  Christ,  as  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  all  that 
come  unto  God  by  him.  There  is  no  other  condi- 
tion of  justification  set  forth  in  scripture,  to  a  sinner, 
than  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  which  must  always  be 
preceded  by  a  sense  of  perishing  want  on  the  part  of 
the  criminal,  and  a  great  willingness  to  pardon  sin, 
on  the  part  of  God,  and  that  for  Christ's  sake  alone 
For  the  encouragement  of  poor  wretched  souls,  the 
Lord  has  made  many  promises  and  given  many  en^- 
couraging  invitations,  as,  '  seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
*■  he  may  be  found,  and  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is 
'  near,'  and  '  come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary 
'  and  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you  rest' — *■  lie 
^  that  Cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out' — - 
Encouraged  by  such  soothing  language,  they  cast 
their  care  on  the  Lord,  as  their  only  hope,  and  *  e 
who  neither  sleeps  nor  slunabcrs  hears  their  cry,  and 
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stretches  forth  the  hand  of  mercy  to  deliver  them 
frotn  their  guiit  and  condemnation  ;  their  burden  is 
gone  ;  they  suig  redeeming  love  with  a  glad  heart 
and  a  free  spirit. 

Jesus  IS  the  joy  of  their  heart ;  their  souls  are  full 
of  peace  ;  all  seems  new  ;  all  is  changed.  Oh  bles- 
sed enjoyment !  I  would  to  God  you  were  all  in 
such  a  case  this  blessed  moment. 

The  balm  of  life  heals  the  wounds  that  sin  hath 
made,  and  Jesus,  the  good  physician,  binds  up  the 
broken  heart  and  sets  the  captive  free.  Is  it  our  pri- 
vilege to  have  an  abiding  witness  of  this  blessed 
change  I  Most  undoubtedly,  for  as  they  feel  love  to 
God,  they  learn  from  scripture,  *  he  that  dwelleth  in 
'  love,  dwelleth  in  God  and  God  in  him,  for  God  is 
^  Love.'  And  as  they  love  the  followers  of  Christ 
in  a  sense  unknown  before,  they  are  taught  by  the 
word  of  God,  and  the  experience  of  all  the  most  ho- 
ly saints,  that  they  '  have  passed  from  death  unto 
'  life  because  they  love  the  brethren,'  and  this  same 
principle  carries  an  evidence  to  the  world,  '  by  this 
'■  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye 
'  have  love  for  one  another.* 

All  this  is  most  beautifully  set  forth  by  St.  Paul : 
'  We  have  not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage  again 
'  unto  fear  ;  but  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we 
'  crv  Abba  Father  :  for  the  spirit  itself  bears  witness 
'  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.* 
'  And  after  that  ye  believed,  ve  were  sealed  with 
'  that  holy  spirit  of  promise.'  So  that  we  see  it  is 
not  only  a  promise,  but  a  seal  hv  the  spirit,  conse- 
quently aljiding.  This  is  the  privilege  of  all  saints. 
1  would  to  God  you  were,  all  who  are  now  present, 
possessors  of  the  blessedness  here  pointed  out. 

This  leads  them  on  to  hur.ger,  and  thirst,  and  pant 
after  all  the  fuUness  of  Chriit,  '  I  press  towards  the 


21 

'  mark  (of  holiness)  .  for  the  prize  of  my   high  eal- 

*  hng  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,'  was  the  language  of 
one  very  high  in  religious  attainments  ;  knowing  it 
impossible  to  be  vessels  of  honor,  fully  prepared  for 
the   Master's  use,  without  such  a  work  of  holiness. 

In  support  of  the  doctrine  of  holiness,  we  have 
the  universal  testimony  of  scripture  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  best  men  that  have  ever  lived  upon  earth. 
St.  Johci  says  *•  If  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in 

*  the  light,  we  have  fellowship,  one  with  another, 
'  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  son  cieanseth  us 
'  from  all  sin  :'  and  '  without  holiness  no  man  shall 

*  see  the  Lord'— -for  '  no  unclean  thing  can  enter  in- 
'  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'  From  which  I  think 
myself  safe  in  preaching  the  doctrine  of  holiness, 
while  I  believe  it  to  be  the  privilege  of  all  the  sin- 
cere and  diligent  followers  of  '  the  Lamb  of  God, 

*  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world' — and  I  am 
quite  certain  it  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  all  the  people 
of  God  ;  and  that  the  Lord  inspires  them  to  pray  for 
such  blessings  ;  and  surely  he  will  not  put  them  up 
to  ask  what  he  is  not  ready  and  willing  to  give  ;  I 
appeal  to  all  that  love  God,  if  their  cry  is  not.  Lord 
save  me  from  all  sin  ;  sensible  that  until  this  is  their 
experience,   they   cannot  with    propriety  say  ••  Oh 

*  Death  !  where  is  thy  sting  !  Oh  Grave  !  where  is 

*  thy  victory,  for  the  sting  of  death  is  sin,'  and  un- 
til that  sting  is  drawn,  they  cannot  die  happy  ;  but 
all  who  hav^e  this  blessed  cleansing  from  all  sin,  can 
welcome  death  as  a  friend  ;  the  boast  is  changed  in 
favor  of  the  dying  christian.  Thanks  be  to  God, 
who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

And  the  end  of  this  victory  is  eternal  glory,  in 
the  consummate  enjoyment  of  God,  where  he  shall 
witness  a  complete   deliverance  from   toil  and  pain. 
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from  sickness  and  temptation.  No  enemy  can  en- 
ter there,  to  annoy  or  make  us  afraid. 

The  painful  rending  of  friends  from  each  otliers 
embraces  will  never  distress  in  that  happy  abode — 
No  breaches  of  a  long  subsisting  union,  neither  as 
to  church  or  family  relations.  The  poisonous  sting 
is  drawn,  and  bv  virtue  of  the  all  atoning  blood  of  Je- 
sus, they  are  made  victorious,  and  the-  healing  pow- 
er of  divine  grace  has  prepared  the  happy  soul  for 
the  enjoyment  of  that  state  of  blessedness,  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father  of  our  spirits. 

But  was  she,  whose  departure  we  now  mourn, 
the  happy  witness  of  the  victory  above  described. — 
Her  manifest  change  by  the  pov/er  of  free  grace  in 
her  convertion  ;  her  thirst  after  divine  things,  unit- 
ed to  give  the  surrounding  observers  a  proof  of  real 
i^ital  piety  towards  God  :  as  also,  her  large  attain- 
ments in  the  divine  life,  and  her  uniform  conduct 
ever  since  she  professed  faith,  gave  evidence  beyond 
dispute,  that  she  shared  largely  in  such  rich  gospel 
blessings  as  above  pointed  out. 

The  relating  her  experience,  especially  upon  the 
deep  things  of  God,  has  often  been  rendered  mat- 
ter of  very  great  consolation  to  those  that  were  inti- 
mate with  her. 

And  numbers  have  been  stirred  up  to  more  di- 
ligence, by  h^Y  pious  admonitions  and  godly  exam- 
ple. The  subject  of  christain  experience  seemed  to 
be  her  mostdtiightful  theme  ;  upon  this  subject  she 
often  spoke  in  strains  more  moving  than  my  tongue 
is  capable  of  describing  ;  but  those  who  knew  her 
best  and  were  most  familiar  with  her,  will  no  doubt, 
conclude  that  this  sketch  is  far  short  of  what  her 
memory  and  character  deserves. 

None  but  those  who  were  often  in  conversation 
with  her,  could  fully  judge,   with  what  pleasure  she 
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listened  to  the  administration  of  the  gospel  of  peace 
and  salvation  ;  and  t:sp"Cially,  that  pan  uf  it  which 
points  out  and  explains  the  doctrine  of  holiness  ;  most 
delighted  with  those  who  urged  itwiih  the  greatest 
warmth  and  lived  the  nearest  to  it.  She  often  ex- 
pressed herself  in  the  following  manner,  ^  I  loug  to  be 
'  wholly  given  up  to  God,  to  have  no  will  of  my  own  ; 
'  but,  that  the  will  of  God  might  be  done  in  me,  and 
'  through  and  by  me,  to  the  glory  of  his  blessed  name.' 

She  often  said,  she  believed  it  was  the  privilege 
of  the  children  of  God.  to  love  him  with  all  their 
heart,  to  be  sanctified  throughout  soul,  spirit  and 
body  ;  I  have  seen  her  under  such  views,  so  elated 
with  the  displays  of  divine  goodness,  that  she  seem- 
ed almost  to  forget  that  she  was  mortal— so  sweetly 
lost  in  that  blessed  ocean,  that  has  neither  bottom 
nor  shore. 

But  she  has  gone,  to  join  with  those  that  have 
gone  before,  who  make  Heavens  high  arches  ring 
with  anthems  and  doxologies  to  God  and  the  Lamb 
forever. 

'  Who  next  shall  be  summon'd  away,' 
'  My  merciful  God,  is  it  I  ?' 

Let  this  be  the  enquiry  of  each  individual  In  di- 
vine presence. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  expected  that  I  should  say 
something  bv  way  of  address  to  the  mourners  :  Who 
are  they  ?  Had  she  parents  ?  She  had  a  father,  but 
had  mourned  the  loss  of  a  loving  mother  two  years 
since  ;  but  why  do  I  open  a  v>'ound  that  time  had 
partly  closed  ;  and  she,  whose  loss  we  mourn,  had 
partially  healed,  by  taking  a  mother's  care  in  the  fa- 
mil}'.-— Alas  !   I   need   not   accuse  myself ;  death, 
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the  tronster,  has  been  the  destroyer  of  that  prospect, 
her  iife  had  promised  ;  she  is  no  more  !  The  afflict- 
ed father  feels  a  double  loss  ;  this  wakes  up  the 
other  ;  both  are  fresh.  None  but  God  fully  knows 
the  anxiety  of  his  mind  ;  none  but  God  can  admin- 
ister relief.  We  can  give  him  an  interest  in  our  sym- 
pathy and  in  our  prayers,  but  unless  God  help,  we  feel 
and  pray  but  in  vain.  There  is  no  better  exhortation 
on  this  occasion,  than  that  which  our  Lord  gave  to 
his  disciples,  *"  Be  ye  also  ready.'  Job  said,  *^  the 
'  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and 
'■  blessed  be  the  name  of  th;:  Lordv'  And  David  said, 
in  the  loss  of  a  beloved  child,  he  cannot  come  to 
me,  I  must  go  to  him  ;  a  readiness  for  death  and 
eternal  glory,  will  be  the  only  certain  way  to  a  sight 
of  your  beloved  daughter,  who  now  is,  no  doubt, 
praising  God  in  the  state  of  departed  happy  souls. 
May  we  all  join  that  song,  when  time  with  us  is  no 
more.  But  I  forbear,  and  commend  him  to  God 
and  the  word  of  his  grace  ;  which,  alone,  is  able  to 
support  in  this  trying  moment. 

Her  brothers  and  sisters  weep  around ;  and  no 
wonder  !  for  she  may  have  seemed  to  them,  almost 
like  a  mcther,  whose  tender  care  was  extended  to 
them  daily.  But  she  is  gone  from  -^^arth  away,  to  join 
a  crowd  of  brothers  and  sisters,  that  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  want  ;  and  instead  of  providing  for  others, 
Jesus  the  elder  brother  supplies  her  every  want. 

Her  memory,  however,  is  precious,  for  the  psalm- 
ist says,  *  the  righteous  shall  be  in  everlasting  re- 
'  membrance.' 

You  almost  fancy  it  is  a  dream,  it  can  scarcely 
be  true  that  your  dear  sister  is  dead  !  Shall  I  never 
hear  her  chant  Emanuel's  praise  in  this  world  again? 
No,  that  iif(?iess  corpse  laid  in  the  coffin,  bears  wit- 
ness your  sister   is    dead  !     Her    soul   has  taken 


its  flight  to  that  glory  you  have  heard  her  speak  of 
so  often. 

And  now  what  shall  I  say  ?  If  you  would  es- 
teem it  a  privilege  to  be  in  her  company,  strive  to 
imitate  her  in  a  pious  life  ;  you  stand  next  in  the 
gap  ;  your  mother  is  gone  ;  your  eldest  sister  is 
gone  ;  who  shall  be  taken  next !  God  only  kaows. 
Fly  !  Oh  Fly  !  to  the  arms  of  Jesus  ;  he  will  give 
you  a  hope  full  of  immortality,  and  raise  you  atlast  to 
that  joy,  with  which  we  humbly  trust,  your  sister  is 
blessed  and  crowned. 

Here,  I  behold  a  large  crowd  of  mourners,  more 
remote  as  to  relationship  ;  but  many  of  them,  no 
doubt,  are  ready  to  say,  '  she  was  a  pious  and  wor- 
^  thy  relative  :   I  feel  the  loss  of  such  a  friend.' 

The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  is  the  most  we  can 
say  on  such  an  occasion. 

Shall  I  forget  to  address  myself  to  the  Church,  of 
which  she  was  an  approved  member.  Seldom  have 
we  lost  more  real  piety  in  one  member,  thaa  in  our 
beloved  sister,  whose  flight  we  mourn.  Should  we 
be  allowed  to  judge  in  matters  of  this  nature,  sure- 
ly we  should  not  judge  as  God  does,  for  we  were 
all  ready  to  say,  none  were  more  fitting  to  live  ; — - 
however,  that  may  be  the  very  reason  why  the 
Lord  called  her  ;  ripe  fruit  is  first  gathered.  You 
had  some  opportunity  to  know  her  worth  ;  her  seat 
is  empty  ;  who  will  fill  it  with  as  much  christian 
dignity  ?  may  you  all  try.  But,  you  will  no  doubt, 
almost  forget  at  times  that  she  is  gone  ;  her  memo- 
ry will  be  so  strongly  riveted  on  your  minds,  her 
image  will  seem  to  pass  before  you  ;  but  treacher- 
ous fancy  cannot  retain  her.  She  is  gone  from  the 
church  militant,  to  join  the  church  triumphant.  You 
will  miss  her  in  public  worship,   and  in  vour  class 
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meetings  and  prayer  meetings ;  in  the  latter  of  v.'hich 
she  often  took  an  active  part. 

I  hope,  however,  none  are  so  cruel  as  to  wish  her 
back  in  this  vi^orld  of  trouble  again  :  rather  strive  to 
go  where  she  has  gone—no  more  to  return  ;  and  say 
amen  to  this  dispensation  of  divine  providence, 
though  it  be  reluctantly  with  tears. 

Surrounding  spectators  will  expect  something  on 
this  occasion.  You  have  given  your  serious  at- 
tention, and  have  dropt  here  and  there  a  tear.— 
Suffer  me  in  this  part  of  my  discourse  to  make  some 
application  of  what  has  been  spoken  at  this  time. 
The  explanation  of  my  text,  has  set  an  open  door  be- 
fore every  soul  that  has  listened  to  what  has  been 
spoken. 

May  I  flatter  myself,  that  you  will  make  the 
necessary  application,  (of  the  things  spoken)  and 
secure  eternal  happiness.  All  is  at  stake  !  your 
souls  are  of  infinite  value.  Oh  !  secure  an  interest 
in  Christ  while  you  may  ;  the  hour  of  death  is  at 
your  heels  ;  the  relentless  tyrant  will  soon  summon 
you  away  ;  but  Oh  !  to  meet  death,  while  in  your 
sins  ;  strangers  to  God.  How  terrible !  And  what  is 
still  worse,  to  meet  the  awful  Judge  of  q^uick  and 
dead,  and  hear  the  sentence,  depart  ye  eursed  into 
everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his 
angels. 

Now  you  have  an  offer  ;  Jesus  waits  to  give  you 
victory  over  death,  hell  and  the  grave  ;  lay  hold  on 
the  offer,  it  is  now  within  your  reach  ;  soon  it  may 
be  forever  hid  from  your  eyes. 

O  !  ye  that  are  in  the  bloom  of  youth  :  you  feel 
the  vigor  of  early  life  ;  you  walk  perhaps  in  the  de- 
sire of  your  eyes,  and  of  your  heart.  '  But  know 
'  ye  for  all  this  (iod  will  bring  you  into  judgment.* 
You  have  here  an  instance   of  mortality   that  calls 
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aloud,  prepare  !  One  of  your  companions,  and  one 
that  looked  as  promising  for  long  life  as  any  of  you, 
and  who  had  for  several  years,  set  before  you  a 
pious  example  ;  will  this  be  a  warning  I  O  !  lay  it 
to  heart ;  it  is  time  to  be  in  readiness  tor  death. 

And  now  that  she  is  snatched  from  amongst  you, 
no  doubt,  many  of  her  fervent  entreaties  and  loving 
warnings  are  brought  to  your  remembrance. 

Her  d;^ath  wdl  make  some  impressions  on  your 
minds  for  the  present  ;  but  are  you  determined  to 
set  out  to  imitate  the  pious  and  religious  example 
she  set  you  in  her  life,  that  you  may  meet  her  in 
heaven  ? 

I  hope  her  tears,  and  prayers,  and  godly  admo- 
nitions may  be  like  seed  sown  in  good  ground,  that 
may  spring  up  and  produce  fruit,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  in  5''our  lives  and  conversation.  Oh  how 
amiable  is  piety  ;  none  can  engage  in  it  too  soon. — 
You  have  much  to  do  ;  your  time  may  be  very 
short  ;  you  know  not  who  next  may  be  swept  a- 
way  ;  the  pestilence  is  spreading  ;  Oh  God,  spare 
the  youth  ! 

The  tolling  bell  may  soon  repeat  the  mournful 
tale  !  It  will  be  asked,  who  is  dead  !  Now  unknown, 
but  then  well  known  ;  let  all  ask  the  question.  My 
merciful  God,  am  I  prepared  should  I  be  the  next  ; 
all  stand  in  the  gap^— all  are  exposed — let  all  take 
the  alarm. 

Death,  the  restless  tyrant,  will  never  be  satisfied, 
while  mortals  are  found  upon  the  earth  ;  so  restless 
is  he,  that  no  age  nor  sex  are  able  to  elude  him  for 
any  considerable  time  together.  But  where  shall  I 
close  ?  The  subject  bears  with  weight  upon  my 
mind. — •!  fear  that  the  solemnity  of  this  day  will 
too  soon  be  forgotten,  and  it  is  very  possible  it  may 
not  have  its  designed  effect  upon  the  living.     Oh  ! 


28 

think  on  this  ;  must  God  stretch  forth  his  hand, 
again  ;  if  so,  it  may  not  be  in  mercy,  as  in  this  case, 
to  gather  in  a  ripe  ckister  ;  but  to  sweep  a  poor  sin- 
ner down  to  hell,  for  their  hardness  and  impeni- 
tence. Oh  !  may  repentance  prevent  it  speedily.-- 
I  must  leave  you  in  the  hands  of  that  God,  to 
whose  mercy  I  commend  you,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen» 


SHORT  ACCOUNT 

OF    THE 

CO^YFERSIOATj  LIFE,  AND  DEATH 

OF 

MISS  NABBY  FROTHINGHAM. 


NABBY,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nabby  Froth- 
ingham,  and  grand-daughter  to  the  late  Rev- 
Ebenezer  Frothingham,  was  born  io-the  city  of 
Middletown,  state  of  Connecticut,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1785.  Although  she  had  enjoyed  a  re- 
ligious education,  with  a  very  great  variety  of  the. 
means  of  grace  ;  and  from  time  to  time  (as  she  ac- 
knowledged) had  been  impressed  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  yet  she  never  fully  gave  way  to  conviction, 
or  yielded  to  the  dictates  of  her  conscience,  until 
at  a  small  field-meeting,  held  in  the  town  of  Had- 
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dam,  near  Connecticut  river,   on   the   25th.  Sept, 
1803,  (being  perhaps  the  first  that  was  held  m  this 
statv)  and,  although,  a  novelty  to  many,  yet  blessed 
be  God,  some  that  are  now  in  glory,  and   numbers 
more,  if  faithful  till  death,  will  for  ever  praise  God 
in  eternity  for  this  and  like  occasions.     Although 
many  have  had  their  doubts,  and  some  so   impru- 
dent   as   to   censure  field  or  camp-meetings ;  yet, 
when    they  heard    the    happy  consequence   of  this, 
(although  one  of  the  least,  perhaps,  ever  attended  in 
America)  if  candid,  or   professing  a  share  of  that 
grace,  which  is  said  to  excel  all  others,  viz,  charity, 
will  acknowledge  their  good  effects.     I  shall  men- 
tion some  circumstances  relating  to  this  meeting,  as 
they  are  connected  with   the  conversion  of  the  de- 
ceased.    Being  appointed,  as  above-mentioned  ;  a 
considerable    number    of  different    denominations 
from  Middletown,  went  down  both  by  land  and  wa- 
ter.    A  packet,  commanded  by  Capt.  T.  G.  of  this 
place,  took  on  board  nearly  forty  to   said  meeting, 
amongst  whom  was  the  deceased.     The    sabbath 
passed   vv^ith  fervent  labour  both  by  preaching  and 
exhortation,     without    any    great    appearance     of 
success. — On  Monday  after^  many  having  left  the 
field,  and  the  time  drawing   nigh  that  the  meeting 
was  to  break  up  ;    a  few,  who   had  an  interest  at 
the  throne  of  giace,  fearing  diat  it  might  terminate 
to  the  detrim,ent  of  the  cause  of  religion,  began  to 
plead  more  earnestly  with  the  Lord,  ihat  he  would 
own  and  bless  the  occasion  ;    when  the  Lord  gra- 
ciously heard,  and  answered  by  letting  down  ol  his 
power  and  Spirit,  whereby  several  were  powerfully 
wrought  upon  ;  some  that  were  professors,  sanctifi- 
ed, and  a  travail  of  soul  among  the  children  of  God 
commenced — sinners  began  to  be  pricked  to  their 
hearts,  and  cry  out  under  a  sense  of  their  sin  and 
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guilt,  viewing  the  justice  of  God  in  casting  them  off 
forever,  like  Paul,  fell  prostrate  and  lay  as  if  dead  ; 
yet  having    the  faculty  of  sense,    continued  to  cry 
like  the  publican,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  : 
when  that  Being,  who  ever  hgi&  grace  in  store,  and 
is  boundless   m    mercy,  goodness,   and   truth,  and 
ready  to  impart  blessings  and  forgiveness  to  every 
penitent  child  of  Adam,  opening  to  their  view   a 
way  of  escape  by  the   Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  so 
completely  ravished  their   souls  with  joy,  that  they 
began  to  rise  and  shout  with  loud   acclamations  of 
praise,   and  give  glory,  glory,  glory  to  God   in  the 
highest,  that  there  was  peace  in  their  souls,  and  love 
iso wards   their  fellow  mortals  ;  scarcely  thinking  of 
its  being   a  new  birth,  but  finding  a  great  change  in 
their  minds,  having   the  burden  and  weight   of  sin 
and  guilt   all  removed,  and  their  souls   filled  with 
love  towards  G  >d  and  every  soul  of  man»     The  de- 
ceased finding  this  change  wrought  in   many,  espe- 
cially in  P.  R.  one   of  her  mates  that  went  from 
Middletown,  occasioned  a  very  great  distress  in  her 
mind,  feeling  that  she  needed  the    same  blessing  to 
be  happy ;   when  late  at  night,  while  some  were  sing- 
ing, some  praying,   some    shouting  for  joy,   others 
crying   for  mercy  ;  another,  her   cousin  C.  F.  was 
brought   from   deep  distress,    into  the   kingdom  of 
grace,    and   shouted   the   praises    of  God.      This 
brought  on  her  mind  heavier  exercises,  and  seeming 
almost  discouraged,  fearing  she  should  be  left  hard- 
ened,  and  forever  cast  out  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 
yet  getting    some   resolution,    thought   she   would 
plead  for  mercy,   at  which  time  hrr  younger  s's'er 
L.  F.  had  her  soul  set  at  liberty,  and  began  to  praise 
God,  wliQ  had  redeemed  her  soul    from    death  and 
hell.     Numbers  more  were  brought  into   liberty, — - 
and  some  lay  prostrate,  being  so  overcome  v/ith  the 
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power  of  God  that  they  were  unable  to  rise.  She 
seeing  others  in  this  situation,  and  having  no  rehef 
in  her  own  mind,  began  to  conclude  she  would  give 
over  striving,  thinking  she  should  never  find  mercy ; 
-consequently  rose  from  her  knees  and  left  the  room, 
went  out  into  the  solitary  field  alone,  spent  some 
time  contemplating  and  bemoaning  her  case  before 
the  Lord,  thought  she  would  once  more  kneeldown 
and  supplicate  the  throne  of  grace  for  the  healing 
of  her  sin-sick  soul,  when  a  gleam  of  encouragement 
seemed  to  spring  up  in  her  mind,  that  in  persevering 
she  might  obtain  pardon.  After  this  she  returned 
to  the  house,  repaired  to  a  corner  of  the  room,  and 
their  kneeled  again,  thinking  not  to  rise  or  give  over 
pleading  until  the  Lord  had  pardoned  her  &ins  and 
spoke  peace  to  her  soul.  In  this  situation,  many  a 
fervent  prayer  was  put  up  for  her  ;  and  just  as  the 
natural  sun  was  rising  to  illuminate  the  earth,  the 
Sun  of  righteousness  arose  on  her  soul,  with  healing 
in  his  wings,  and  she  began  to  speak  forth  the  praises 
of  God,  with  shouts  of  joy,  wondering  why  believ- 
ers did  not  tell  her  more  of  the  sweetness  of  par- 
doning love,  and  like  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  declared 
the  one  hall  never  was  told  her.  Many  others  at 
this  meeting,  experienced  pardoning  and  sanctify- 
ing grace.  The  exercises  continued  forepart  of  the 
day  on  Tuesday,  and  a  memorable  event  indeed  it 
was  to  many.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  broke  up,  and 
fervent  prayers  were  put  up  for  the  ship'^s  crew  be- 
longing to  Middietown,  that  they  might  experience 
the  out-pouring  of  God's  spirit.  Having  set  sail  about 
sunset,  a  religious  exercise  began  on  board,  and  a 
flame  kindled,  the  new  converts  feeling  the  worth  of 
souls,  and  the  older  saints  exercising  their  faith  in 
God,  prajxrs  were  offered  up,  and  the  company  on 
board  the  vessel  began  to  fall  like  men  slain  in  bat- 
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were  not  wrought  upon  more  or  less  by  the  spirit  of 
God  ;  and  although  some  had  not  their  bodily 
strength  taken  from  them,  yet  they  were  on  their 
knees,  crying  to  God  for  the  pardon  of  their  sins  ; 
and  the  Lord,  in  condescending  mercy,  heard  and 
answered  their  prayers,  by  letting  down  his  holy  spi- 
rit in  an  extraordinary  manner  ;  and  such  cries, 
groans  and  tears,  prayers  and  shouts,  perhaps  never 
was  heard  amongst  so  small  a  number,  consisting  of 
so  many  different  denominations  : — The  wind  being 
ahead,  they  were  some  time  in  returning,  in  which 
time  several  went  on  board  and  were  mostly  opera- 
ted upon  in  the  same  manner.  Great  part  of  which 
company,  hopefully  received  pardon  ;  and  God  and 
their  own  consciences  witness  whether  they  have 
improved  the  grace  given,  and  lived  answerable  to 
mercies  received.  Some  of  the  divine  influence  at- 
tended many  of  the  citizens  upon  their  landing,  and 
the  heavenly  flame  spread  in  many  families.  Al- 
though the  @ut-pouring  of  God's  spirit  is  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  to  be  enjoyed  short  of  Paradise 
itself,  yet  such  is  the  opposition  in  the  heart  of  man, 
that  unless  the  work  of  God  is  carried  on  in  just 
such  a  formal  or  fashionable  manner,  it  is  called  en° 
thusiasm.  Consequently,  great  oppositions  were 
ma^-"^  to  this  work,  yet  many  in  this  place,  pressed 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  joined  the  church  mi- 
litant. About  this  time,  the  departed  friend  cast  in 
her  lot  with  the  Pilgrims  or  followers  of  Christy 
called  Methodists,  and  has  ever  until  her  death, 
walked  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  she  was 
called,  continuing  to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  In- 
stances, perhaps  are  rare,  of  a  person's  discharging 
relative  duties  with  such  fortitude  and  stedfastness. 
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and  sincere  intention  for  the  good  of  theu'  lellow 
mortals  ;  ministers  and  people  seem  to  lay  near  her 
heart,  accordingly  she  gave  reproof  or  encourage- 
ment to  preacher  as  well  as  hearer,  as  she  found 
need,  labouring  both  in  body  and  spirit,  to  bear  up 
the  hands  and  hearts  of  those  the  Lord  had  called  to 
labour  in  his  vineyard.  Although  a  very  great  share 
of  domestic  concerns  fell  to  her  lot,  by  the  loss  of  a 
dear  and  affectionate  mother,  about  two  years  before 
her  own  death,  and  having  the  concerns  of  a  large 
family  devolve  upon  her  hands,  yet  it  was  with  an 
uncommon  ability,  ease  and  discretion  that  she 
went  through  the  task,  rising  early,  that  she  might 
have  time  for  secret  devotion  ;  and  when  leaving  her 
retirement,  her  heart  v/ould  be  going  out  in  singing, 
and  when  the  family  were  called  together,  v/kile  sing- 
ing part  of  a  hymn,  many  times  it  seemed  her  soul 
"would  take  its  flight,  to  join  the  choirs  above  ;  per* 
haps,  few  were  ever  more  delighted  in  singing 
psalms  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  making  me- 
lody with  her  voice  as  well  as  her  heart,  unto  the 
the  Lord  ;  and  sometimes  in  the  close  of  family 
worship,  she  would  pour  out  her  soul  to  God  in 
prayer,  evincing  in  her  language  and  ardour,  that 
tht;  spirit  ef  the  Lord  constrained  her  thereto.  If  in 
the  course  of  the  day  any  clouds  or  gloom  rested  on 
her  mind,  she  would  retire  to  her  closet  and  there 
pour  out  her  complaint,  and  especially  at  class-meet- 
ings (which  she  seldom  failed  to  attend)  would 
wrestle  till  she  obtained  a  blessing,  and  then  she 
would  frequently  burst  out  in  floods  of  joy,  till 
overwhelmed  with  the  spirit  of  God.  She  seemed 
peculiarly  delighted  of  late,  in  frequently  thanking 
the  Lord  in  prayer,  that  she  had  not  always  to  stay 
on  the  earth  ;  feeling  most  of  all  concerned,  to  be 
purified  for  his  immediate  presence. — Always  ap- 
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pearlng  very  desirous  to  attend  and  ever  being  sq 
delighted  in  religious  meetings,  she  often  attended 
camp  and  quarterly-meetings  in  and  out  of  the  state, 
to  the  great  advantage  of  her  spiritual  welfare.  The 
week  before  her  death,  she  went  with  her  uncle  to 
an  adjacent  tov/n,  where  the  Lord  was  ^vorking  by 
his  spirit  on  the  minds  of  many,  and  she  seemed  to 
have  great  liberty  of  soul,  in  prayer,  praise  and  ex- 
hortation, leaving  there  her  last  and  solemn  warn- 
ing to  sinners  to  meet  God.  Thus  ripe  for  heaven, 
the  Lord  saw  fit,  in  his  wise  providence,  to  let  an 
inflammatory  disease  light  upon  her,  which  ended  her 
life,  and  her  spirit  took  flight  to  worlds  above  ;  be- 
ing twenty  four  years  old.  In  her  illness,  a  perfect 
composure  rested  on  her  mind  ;  and  often  mention- 
ed of  hearing  heavenly  music,  exceeding  any  thing 
she  ever  heard  on  earth  ;  two  days  before  her  death 
she  was  asked  by  a  near  connection,  how  she  felt  in 
her  mind,  she  answered  she  felt  perfect  peace  in 
her  soul,  had  no  choice  whether  to  live  or  die  ;  that 
there  was  no  object  on  earth  that  her  affections  were 
attached  unto,  not  the  nearest  friend,  was  so  near  as 
Christ,  and  she  felt  no  conscious  neglect  of  duty, 
except  that  of  writing  an  account  of  some  very  ex- 
traordinary manifestations  of  God's  grace  to  her 
soul,  which  she  would  commit  to  paper  if  she  re- 
covered. Numbers  of  letters  WTitten  to  connexions 
and  acquaintances,  not  only  appear  entertaining,  but 
shew  the  ardour,  love  and  zeal  she  had  for  God  and 
her  fellow  mortals  ;  which  v/ould  be  interesting 
could  they  be  published — only  one  of  which  we  in- 
sert as  a  specimen.  But  a  great  tribunal  will 
at  last  exhibit  her,  with  all  the  Saints,  before  an 
assembled  universe.  May  we  follow  her  as  she 
followed  Christ. 
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Micldletoivn,  December  10,  1808. 
^EAR  Sister, 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty,  from  the  small  (thoug-h 
agreeable)  acquaintaince  I  formed  with  you  at  the  quarterly 
meeting-  at  Hebron,  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  thoug-h  we  said 
nothing  of  correspondence  when  together  ;  yet  I  think  you 
will  not  deny  me  that  privilege,  which,  if  I  am  not  "mistaken 
in  you,   will   prove   a  blessing'  to  mie.     I  feel  the  need  of  an 
intimate  friend  of  my  owi^  sex,  flu-  advanced  in  the  divine  life, 
whose  delight  it  is  to  converse  on  the  deep  things  of  God. — 
Although  I  have  access  to  many  for  instruction  and  enjoy  ma- 
ny christian  friends,  yet  not  such  a  one  as  we  may  hope  for, 
if  we  continue  thirsting- for  the   living  God;  but  glory  be  to 
my  dear  Lord,  for  the  access  I  find  to  the  throne  all  sprinkled 
withth.e  blood  of  Christ  ;  'tis  there  I  love  to  go  ;  'tis  there  my 
heart  grows  large  with  desire,  and  ardently  asks,  when  shall 
I  receive  those  joys   for   which   I  pray.     I  feel  sometimes,  it 
would  be  better  to  go  and  dwell  with  Christ;  but  when  1  think 
of  my  past  vmfiithfulness,  it  seems   I  ought  not  to  go  so  soon, 
to  share  the  glories  of  my  God  ;  butif  I  wanttohve,  it  is  for  him 
who  died  for  me  ;  I  know,  the  more  we  suffer  for  him  here, 
the  larger  we  shall  share  in  his  glory  hereafter.     Then  who 
would  not  bear  the  cross  of  Jesus,  when  it  is  so  sweet  a  bles- 
sing.    I  want  no  other  way  to  get  to  lieaven,  than  by  the  cross. 
This  way,  you  know  much  better  than  myself ;  but   glory  to 
God  that  we  ever  found  it.     M.ay  we  run  and  not  be  weary  all 
the  celestial  road,  till  both  of  us,  through  grace,  are  brougiit 
to  meet  in  his  abode.    That  is  my  permanent  home  ;  1  feel  that 
my  treasure  is  there  fta^have  no  claim  in  this  wor  d,   nor  do  I 
wish  for  more  of  things  below  than  will  make  me   serviceable 
to  my  God;  he  is  my  joy;  the  theme  of  my  rejoicing;  he  has  mj 
affections  and  my  warmest  love  ;  no  earthly  charms  my  heart 
can  move  ;  liufe  while  my  pen  is  following  those f)leas.ng  ideas 
of  love  to  God,  you  may  be  assured  1  am  not  insensible  of  my 
danger  of  parting  from  him,  when  I  think  of  manj  who  loved 
the  Lord  as  well  a.  myself  ami  served  him  better,  and  yet  not 
standing  stedfast,  have  woundtid  that  dear  cause.     O  Jesus  ! 
ever  keep  me  from  falling,        ' 

Weaker  than  a  bruised  reed. 
Help  I  cv'ry  moment  need. 

I  ask  your  prayer^,., and  sliall  expect  an  answer  to  this  with- 
out fail. 

Yours, 
MissN.  D.  '  N    F. 
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